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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 

Newburn  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  again  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report. 

During  1958  the  population  rose  by  1,070  mainly  due  to  the 
rehousing  of  some  of  the  overspill  population  of  the  City  of  New¬ 
castle  upon  Tyne,  which  has  continued  during  the  last  few  years. 

The  population  figure  for  the  Urban  District  was  26,850  at  the 
mid-year  estimate. 

A  noteworthy  feature  in  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  district 
was  the  increase  in  the  number  of  births.  This  was  to  be  expected 
with  the  influx  of  a  younger  population,  but  as  the  number  of 
deaths  of  residents  remained  almost  static,  the  natural  increase  of 
the  population  has  risen  to  205,  a  higher  figure  than  for  many 
years. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  unfortunately  increased  by  7, 
there  being  twice  the  number  of  deaths  with  prematurity  and 
congenital  defects  as  the  main  or  contributory  cause,  showing  that 
even  with  infection  as  a  source  of  infant  death  almost  eliminated 
there  still  remains  a  fruitful  field  for  research  and  ante-natal  care, 
as  well  as  a  continuance  of  the  present  standards. 

One  maternal  death  was  registered,  breaking  the  record  of 
none  during  the  previous  three  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  classified  in  the  heart  and  circulatory 
disease  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  groups  showed 
little  significant  change.  Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms 
increased  very  slightly,  the  main  increase  being  those  of  the 
stomach,  uterus  and  those  classified  as  “of  other  sites."  Deaths 
from  malignant  disease  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  numbered  nine 
in  both  1958  and  1957. 

Deaths  from  pneumonia  rose  by  11  on  the  figure  for  the  previous 
year,  giving  a  similar  total  to  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause 
in  1956.  These  deaths  occurred  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year 
and  coincided  with  the  closing  stages  of  the  influenza  epedemic 
which  was  at  its  height  at  the  end  of  1957. 

The  total  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  showed  little  change, 
being  slightly  more  than  in  1957  but  less  than  in  1956. 

Influenzal  deaths  decreased  to  one,  from  five  the  previous 
year. 


There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
accidents  other  than  motor  vehicle,  to  six  from  four  in  1957. 
Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  remained  at  four  in  both 
years. 

Deaths  from  suicide  have  been  comparatively  high  during  the 
last  three  years,  these  dropped  to  one  only  in  1958  from  six  the 
previous  year.  It  is  hoped  that  this  decline  will  continue. 

In  1957,  the  record  of  no  death  from  tuberculosis  was  achieved, 
the  first  time  this  had  occurred,  certainly  in  the  last  ten  years. 
However,  in  1958,  four  deaths  were  registered  and  the  death  rate 
from  tubercle  was  very  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  country 
generally. 

The  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  rose  slightly  to  23 
cases  notified  from  21  in  1957,  chiefly  in  young  females,  while  the 
incidence  in  males  decreased.  Inward  transfers  of  tuberculosis 
mainly  to  the  new  houses  built  by  the  City  of  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  within  the  district,  dropped  to  10  from  22  the  previous  year. 
A  total  of  1 17  inward  transfers  of  tuberculosis  to  the  urban  district 
has  taken  place  during  the  last  five  to  six  years. 

The  visits  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  continued  to  be 
helpful  in  the  control  of  the  disease. 

The  year  1958  was  marked  by  the  low  incidence  of  infectious 
fevers,  104  cases  being  notified  compared  with  685  in  1957  and  250 
in  1956.  This  was  mainly  due  to  it  being  the  year  of  biennial 
decrease  of  Measles,  seven  cases  only  being  notified  in  1958  and  508 
in  1957.  Also  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough 
showed  a  steady  decline  and  that  of  Sonne  Dysentery  dropped  to 
one-third  that  of  the  previous  year.  Notifications  of  primary 
pneumonia  decreased  to  24  from  40  in  1957  and  no  case  of  food¬ 
poisoning  or  of  acute  poliomyelitis  was  notified. 

Progress  in  rehousing  from  slum  clearance  property  continued 
at  a  steady  pace  during  the  year. 

Close  watch  was  maintained  on  the  amount  of  pollution  of 
the  atmosphere  and  the  Council's  recording  apparatus  is  proving 
invaluable  in  this  respect.  Co-operation  with  the  officials  of  the 
Central  Electricity  Authority  continued  and  since  the  passing  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  in  1956  with  the  Alkali  Inspectors. 

The  first  steps  towards  a  preliminary  survey  for  the  setting  up 
of  a  Smoke  Control  Area  were  taken. 
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A  special  drive  on  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home 
was  made  in  the  autumn  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Services 
and  considerable  assistance  given  in  publicising  the  visits  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  the  district. 

The  Welfare  of  the  Aged  Committee  sponsored  by  the  Council 
in  1951,  continued  and  maintained  its  very  valuable  work.  The 
expansion  of  the  chiropody  service  has  been  very  considerable,  the 
number  of  clinic  sessions  increased  to  54  from  21  the  previous  year. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  steady  work  during  the  year,  especially 
Mr.  Corney,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for  his  untiring  efforts 
in  the  many  and  varied  problems  of  the  department,  and  to  the 
Clerk  and  other  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-oper¬ 
ation. 

I  am  most  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  active  interest  and  encouragement 
throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I. — VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  : 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  increased  by  1,070  at  the 
registrar  general’s  mid-year  estimate,  the  total  population  now 
being  26,850.  The  population  of  the  district  has  steadily  increased 
during  the  last  four  years,  mainly  due  to  the  rehousing  of  some  of 
the  overspill  population  of  the  city  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
amounting  to  4,160. 

Births  : 

As  is  to  be  expected  with  the  influx  of  a  generally  younger 
population,  the  total  number  of  births  has  risen  steadily  each  year 
to  495  in  1958  from  468  in  1957.  The  number  of  illegitimate 
births  were  10  in  the  year  under  review  and  nine  the  previous  year. 
It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  number  of  stillbirths  fell 
to  a  total  of  seven  as  against  12,  this  number  of  stillbirths  in  1957 
was  unusually  high  and  the  1958  figure  was  more  usual  for  the  district. 

The  birth  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution)  was 
16.7  per  1,000  population,  a  slightly  higher  rate  than  that  for  the 
country,  which  was  16.4.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  13.9  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths  compared  with  25.0  in  1957  ;  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1958  was  21.6. 

Deaths  : 

As  from  1st  January,  1958  a  death  in  a  chronic  sick  or  mental 
hospital  is  assigned  to  the  area  of  occurrence  only  if  the  deceased 
has  been  there  for  six  months  or  more.  If  the  deceased  has  been 
there  less  than  six  months,  the  death  is  transferred  to  the  area  of 
usual  residence,  if  any. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  290 
of  which  32  occurred  in  the  Lemington  Hospital.  In  1957,  the  total 
number  of  deaths  registered  was  281,  26  of  these  being  in  the 
hospital.  For  the  Urban  District  the  death  rate  (corrected  for  age 
and  sex  distribution)  was  13.4  per  1,000  population  and  that  for  the 
country  was  11.7  showing  little  difference  on  the  comparative 
rates  for  the  previous  year. 


Natural  Increase  of  Population  : 

This  has  been  rising  steadily  during  the  last  few  years,  in  1958 
the  total  number  of  births  in  excess  of  deaths  was  205,  in  1957  it 
was  187  and  in  1956  it  was  157. 
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Infant  Mortality  : 

A  total  of  1 8  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 
registered  in  the  course  of  the  year  compared  with  n  in  1957  and 
17  in  1956,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  of  36.3 
per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  the  country  was  22.5. 

This  rate  for  the  district  was  much  higher  than  last  year  but 
lower  than  in  1956  and  was  due  to  an  increase  of  four  in  the  number 
of  neo  natal  deaths  and  of  three  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths 
after  the  first  month  of  life.  Most  of  the  neo-natal  deaths  occurred 
shoitly  after  birth,  up  to  one  week  of  life. 

Prematurity  accounted  for  six  deaths,  congenital  defects  for 
three,  difficult  birth  for  two,  inhalation  pneumonia  for  one  and 
haemolytic  disease  of  the  new  born  another. 

Five  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  after  the  first  month  and 
before  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  life  ;  one  was  accidental  asphyxia 
due  to  inhalation  of  gastric  contents,  three  had  congenital  abnorm¬ 
alities  as  a  contributory  cause  and  one  was  due  to  bronchiolitis. 

The  trend  of  the  last  few  years  has  dramatically  decreased 
infection  as  a  cause  of  infant  death,  it  being  nearly  eliminated,  but 
the  number  of  infant  deaths  still  leaves  a  large  field  for  continued 
and  extended  ante-natal  care,  and  research  into  underlying  causes. 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Unfortunately  the  good  record  which  had  continued  for  three 
years  with  no  death  attributable  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth  was 
broken  by  the  registration  of  one  death.  This  death  was  due  to 
haemorrhage  and  shock  following  a  miscarriage.  The  maternal 
mortality  rate  for  the  country  was  0.43  per  1,000  live  and  still¬ 
births. 

Individual  Causes  of  Death  : 

The  largest  group  classified  under  heart  and  circulatory  diseases 
showed  a  slight  decrease  to  a  total  of  83  compared  with  95  in  1957, 
some  of  these  deaths  occurring  at  the  Lemington  Hospital.  Vascular 
diseases  of  the  nervous  system  numbered  66  as  compared  with  61 
in  1957. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  was  45 
in  1958,  42  in  1957  and  56  in  1956.  There  was  little  significant 
change  in  the  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  various  sites. 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  the  stomach  rose  to  six  from  three  the 
previous  year  and  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  those  of  the  uterus 
and  those  classified  as  “of  other  sites.  ”  In  both  years  there  were 
nine  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi. 
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Deaths  from  diabetes  increased  to  five  from  three  in  the 
previous  year  and  those  from  leukaemia  declined  to  one  from  two 
in  1957. 

There  was  a  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  respir¬ 
atory  diseases  generally,  to  33  from  21  in  1957.  In  1956,  the  high 
number  of  42  deaths  had  been  registered  in  this  group.  The  most 
significant  change  in  these  figures  was  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  pneumonia  to  a  total  of  14  from  three  in  the  previous 
year.  This  was  chiefly  in  both  sexes  mainly  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year. 

There  were  17  deaths  from  bronchitis  compared  with  15  in 
1957  and  21  in  1956. 

Deaths  from  influenza  which  had  numbered  five  the  previous 
year  dropped  to  one  which  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

Four  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  were  registered  in 
1958,  the  same  number  as  in  1957.  Six  deaths  were  caused  by 
accidents  other  than  motor  vehicle.  Two  of  these  deaths  were  of 
elderly  females  and  were  due  to  falls  at  home,  one  to  drowning  and 
another,  a  baby  by  accidental  overlaying  in  bed,  and  accidents 
were  a  contributory  cause  in  the  others. 

After  the  high  number  of  deaths  from  suicide  in  1957  it  was 
noteworthy  that  one  death  only  occurred  in  the  year  under  review. 
In  the  last  few  years  deaths  from  suicide  have  been  high,  six  being 
registered  in  1957  and  five,  in  1956. 

The  death  from  acute  poliomyelitis  was  mentioned  in  the 
annual  report  for  1957  as  the  patient  contracted  the  disease  before 
the  end  of  that  year  but  died  in  the  early  days  of  1958. 


II. — TUBERCULOSIS. 

Four  deaths,  three  male  and  one  female  were  registered  during 
the  year  all  from  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  No  death 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  registered.  In  the  previous 
year  for  the  first  time,  no  death  from  tuberculosis  of  any  form  was 
recorded.  The  general  trend  of  gradually  decreasing  mortality 
from  tubercle  still  continues  but  there  are  fluctuations  from  time 
to  time.  In  1948  there  were  14  deaths  in  this  district  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  (all  forms). 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  for  the  district  was  0.14  per 
1,000  population  and  that  for  the  country  0.10. 
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The  incidence  of  the  disease  showed  a  slight  rise  to  23  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  21  the  previous  year  and  three  cases 
of  the  non-pulmonary  form  from  two  the  pievious  year,  a  total  of 
26  compared  to  23. 

Of  the  cases  of  pulmonary  tubercle  there  was  a  drop  in  incidence 
in  males  to  nine  from  14  the  previous  year  and  a  rise  in  incidence 
of  females  in  the  15 — 24  years  age  group  from  one  to  seven. 

The  number  of  inward  transfers  to  the  district  in  the  course  of 
the  year  dropped  to  10  from  22  the  previous  year,  all  were  of  the 
pulmonary  form.  These  inward  transfers  are  mainly  from  the 
City  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  rehoused  in  the  new  houses  built  by 
the  Corporation  in  this  district.  Since  1953,  112  cases  of  pulmonary 
tubercle  and  five  of  the  non-pulmonary  form,  a  total  of  117,  have 
been  inwardly  transferred  to  the  district.  For  the  same  period  of 
years,  the  number  of  new  notifications  was  153  (128  pulmonary,  25 
non-pulmonary).  The  10  inward  transfers  in  1958  was  the  smallest 
number  of  transfers  to  the  district  for  some  years,  but  the  total 
accounts  for  approximately  one-third  of  the  cases  on  the  tuber¬ 
culosis  register. 

Particular  attention  is  given  by  the  Council  under  their  points 
scheme  to  the  rehousing  of  tuberculous  cases  to  more  suitable 
housing  conditions.  Seven  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
were  rehoused  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  73  during  the 
last  seven  years.  The  best  use  of  all  services,  both  preventative 
and  curative  is  essential. 


Mass  Radiography. 

A  visit  was  paid  to  the  district  by  the  unit  operated  from  the 
General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  from  the  29th  May  to  29th 
June,  1958.  Public  sessions  had  been  held  at  Lemington,  Newburn 
and  Throckley  in  the  autumn  of  1957  and  the  rest  of  the  district 
was  covered  by  public  sessions  at  Westerhope  and  West  Denton 
on  the  above  dates. 

A  total  of  927  persons  attended  and  three  females  were 
referred  for  further  investigation.  The  attendance  at  Westerhope 
was  very  poor,  due  to  almost  continual  rain  during  the  whole  of  the 
period,  but  that  at  West  Denton  was  reasonable.  Further  sessions 
are  in  contemplation  at  a  later  date. 
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III. — GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

104  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year 
compared  with  685  in  1957  and  256  in  1956.  This  is  the  smallest 
number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  ever  notified  in  this 
district.  The  decrease  was  due  primarily  to  the  tremendous  drop 
in  the  number  of  measles  notifications  and  also  in  the  incidence  of 
other  infectious  fevers. 

Measles. 

Seven  notifications  of  measles  were  received,  in  the  previous 
year  there  was  a  total  of  508  cases,  whereas  in  1956,  27  cases  were 
notified.  This  pattern  of  biennial  increase  has  been  very  pro¬ 
nounced  during  the  last  four  years  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  note 
what  happens  in  1959  which  according  to  this  pattern  should  be  a 
year  of  higher  incidence. 

vScarlet  Fever. 

Notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  had  risen  to  a  higher  level 
the  previous  year  dropped  to  a  new  low  level  of  nine  cases,  all  were 
of  a  very  mild  type. 

Whooping  Cough. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  that  the  number  of 
children  immunised  against  whooping  cough  is  increasing  steadily. 
The  incidence  appears  to  decrease  correspondingly.  32  cases  were 
notified  in  1958  compared  with  44  in  1957  and  131,  in  1956.  The 
gradual  lowering  of  both  the  attack  rate  of  this  disease  and  also  of 
its  severity  is  of  great  importance  in  the  welfare  of  the  young 
children. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  for  the  tenth  successive 
year.  Details  of  the  immunisation  state  of  the  children  in  the 
district  is  found  in  the  appropriate  section  of  the  report. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  no  case  of  this  disease  was 
notified  in  1958.  In  the  previous  year  there  had  been  three  cases. 
Throughout  the  year  the  vaccination  of  children  up  to  15  years  of 
age  was  carried  through  with  enthusiasm  and  with  the  close  co¬ 
operation  of  the  general  practitioners  and  parents. 


Sonne  Dysentery. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  dropped  to  28  during  the 
year,  in  the  previous  year  71  cases  were  notified,  12  in  1956  and 
116,  in  1955. 

The  majority  were  in  December  when  13  cases  occurred  in  six 
families  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the  district.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  year  there  were  sporadic  cases  only,  generally 
circumscribed  to  the  one  family.  As  usual,  the  cases  were  investig¬ 
ated  and  stool  specimens  taken  from  family  contacts  and  several 
symptomless  positive  excretors  were  found.  Treatment  was  given 
by  the  family  doctors.  No  action  with  regard  to  the  exclusion  of 
food  handlers  was  necessary. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  as  in  1957,  in  1956  there 
were  seven  notifications.  Three  cases  of  salmonellosis  occurred. 
One  in  July,  a  girl  of  17  years  living  at  Wester  hope,  was  admitted 
to  the  Walkergate  Hospital  and  found  to  be  suffering  from  salmon¬ 
ellosis  due  to  Salmonella  St.  Paul.  After  investigation  no  link  with 
food  could  be  established,  and  there  were  no  positive  family 
contacts.  After  recovery  from  the  illness  the  patient  had  positive 
stool  specimens  for  some  weeks. 

Another  case  of  salmonella  infection,  a  man  of  65  years  living 
at  Westerhope,  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  salmonellosis  due  to 
Salmonella  Birkenhead.  After  discharge  from  the  Walkergate 
Hospital,  surveillance  was  continued  for  some  weeks  until  the 
stools  were  cleared.  In  this  case  also,  no  link  with  food  could  be 
established. 

A  girl  of  four  years,  living  at  West  Denton  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  Salmonella  typhi-murium.  The  disease  was  of  a 
mild  type  and  the  child  swiftly  recovered.  Two  positive  family 
contacts  were  found,  and  these  also  cleared  quickly. 

Pneumonia. 

In  1957  there  had  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
primary  notifications  of  influenzal  pneumonia,  a  total  of  40  cases 
being  notified  compared  with  22  in  1956. 

This  rise  in  incidence  was  noticeable  during  the  first  and  last 
quarter  of  that  year.  At  the  latter  time  influenza  was  prevalent, 
and  continued  into  the  first  weeks  of  1958.  Seven  notifications  of 
primary  pneumonia  were  received  in  January,  1958.  18  cases 

were  notified  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year.  The 


incidence  dropped  for  the  remainder  of  1958,  an  occasional  case 
only  being  notified.  Thirteen  of  the  total  number  of  24  cases 
during  the  year,  occurred  at  Westerhope. 

Influenza. 

As  in  previous  winters  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  request,  the  general  practitioners  of  the  district  co¬ 
operated  in  keeping  watch  for  any  increase  in  prevalence.  This 
had  occurred  in  the  latter  months  of  1957,  and  continued  into  the 
early  part  of  1958  and  then  gradually  died  out.  The  illness  was 
mainly  of  a  mild  type  lasting  only  a  few  days  but  in  several  cases 
there  were  complications  including  influenzal  pneumonia. 

IV.— HOUSING. 

Re-housing  from  clearance  area  properties  proceeded  steadily 
during  the  year,  38  families  being  rehoused. 

During  the  year,  32  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  and  135 
privately. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1,090  applicants  for  Council 
houses,  471  sub-tenants,  445  tenants,  and  173  aged  persons.  These 
figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Housing  Welfare  Officer. 

V. — NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  50. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  burials  under  this  section, 
there  was  one  in  1957. 

Section  47. 

Two  cases  in  particular  received  attention  under  this  section  ; 
one  an  elderly  man  living  at  Lemington  and  the  other  a  middle 
aged  man  living  at  Throckley  suffering  from  a  chronic  disease,  but 
no  formal  action  was  necessary.  11  visits  were  paid  by  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  to  these  cases. 

VI. — FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938-55. 

Regular  visits  were  paid  by  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department 
to  the  116  food  shops  in  the  district.  The  general  standard  of 
hygiene  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  and  no  formal  action  was 
required. 

Samples  of  ice-cream  and  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteril- 
ogical  examination. 
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VII.— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Observation  of  the  amount  of  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  of 
the  district  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  results  of  the 
four  deposit  gauges  sited  in  the  district  showed  a  slightly  higher 
average  monthly  deposit  of  17.18  tons  per  square  mile  as  against 
15.59  I957*  The  installation  in  November  of  a  second  daily 

smoke  filter  and  sulphur  dioxide  volumetric  apparatus  at  Wester- 
hope  should  be  valuable  for  the  purpose  of  comparisons  with  the 
industrial  and  river  zone. 

VIII.— HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

The  Health  Department  in  conjunction  with  the  Road  Safety 
Committee  co-operated  closely  with  the  County  Services  in  a  special 
drive  in  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home  through  posters 
leaflets  etc.  A  special  display  of  suitable  film  was  shown  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  Throckley  but  in  spite  of  considerable  local 
publicity,  the  attendance  was  disappointing. 

Talks  on  health  subjects  were  given  to  older  school  children 
by  the  staff  of  the  department  and  several  lectures  to  various 
organisations  on  accidents  in  the  home,  food  poisoning  etc. 

IX.— WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

The  Newburn  Urban  District  Central  Committee  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Aged  was  formed  early  in  1951.  The  aim  of  this 
committee  is  to  provide  a  comprehensive  and  adequate  welfare 
service  for  all  groups  of  old  people  in  the  district. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE. 

This  service  was  first  started  by  the  Welfare  of  the  Aged 
Committee  in  1956.  Chiropody  sessions  are  held  at  Throckley 
and  Westerhope  Clinics  and  West  Denton  Association  Hall.  Each 
district  throughout  the  Newburn  Area  has  its  own  Chiropody 
Representative,  and  aged  pensioners  requiring  treatment  (for 
which  the  charge  of  2/6d.  is  made)  contact  the  representative 
residing  in  their  own  particular  area.  The  demand  for  this  service 
has  increased  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table  : — 


Year 


No.  of  No.  of 

Sessions  Patients 


December  1956 — 57 
December  1957 — 58 


21 

54 


189 

486 
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TROLLEY  SHOP  SERVICE. 

A  trolley  shop  service  for  patients  at  the  Lemington  Hospital 
was  commenced  some  two  years  ago.  It  has  proved  very  useful 
to  the  patients  (all  elderly  females)  and  the  visit  is  one  of  the  high¬ 
lights  of  their  week. 

There  are  eight  over  6o’s  clubs  in  the  Urban  District  and  each 
club  is  represented  on  the  committee.  From  the  reports  received 
on  the  clubs  activities  during  the  year  they  are  functioning  actively. 
All  existing  facilities  such  as  chiropody,  cheap  holidays  and  other 
small  personal  services  are  made  known  to  the  clubs  through  their 
representatives  on  the  committee. 

The  particulars  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mrs.  M.  Henson 
Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

X.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  details  under  this  section  have  been  compiled  by  Mr. 
Corney,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  one  hospital,  at  Lemington, 
which  admits  aged  chronic  female  patients  from  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital. 

Patients  from  this  district  are  admitted  to  the  Newcastle  and 
Hexham  group  of  hospitals  and  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  the 
Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

(b)  Tuberculosis  Service. 

Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinic,  Elswick  Road,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  under  the  care  of  the  Senior  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  G. 
Hurrell.  Admission  to  hospital  or  sanatorium  is  usually  immediate, 
as  necessary. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  given  to  children  at  risk,  either  at  clinics 
or  at  school  with  the  parents  consent  and  home  visiting  is  done  by 
the  health  visitors  of  the  County  Service.  Close  co-operation  is 
maintained  by  all  these  services  with  this  department. 

(c)  Local  Authority  Services. 

Sections  (3),  (4),  (6)  and  the  care  of  the  buildings  under 
Section  (2)  are  administered  by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council. 

(1)  Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery. 

Six  nurse-midwives  are  resident  in  different  parts  of  the 
district,  two  at  Throckley,  one  at  Westerhope,  two  at  West  Denton 
and  one  at  Lemington. 

(2)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

The  four  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  are  situated  as 
follows  : — 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Mayfield  Avenue, 
Throckley. 

The  West  Denton  Association  Hah,  Middle  Gate,  West  Denton. 
The  Methodist  School  Hall,  Algernon  Read,  Lemington. 

“  Lindisfarne,"  Stamfordham  Road,  Westerhope. 

There  are  regular  sessions  for  babies,  children,  and  expectant 
mothers,  for  dental  treatment  and  special  sessions  for  orthopaedic 
treatment,  eye  and  immunisation  sessions. 
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(3)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  progressed  steadily  during 
the  year  being  carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
centres,  at  the  schools  and  by  the  General  Practitioners.  Alto¬ 
gether  392  primary  courses  were  completed  and  231  refresher  doses 
given  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

At  December  31st,  1958  a  total  of  89%  (87%)  of  the  total  child 
population  had  been  immunised  at  some  time  during  their  lives, 
70%  (71%)  of  the  children  0—4  years  and  98%  (98%)  of  the 
children  5 — 15  years.  The  numbers  in  brackets  show  the  figures 
for  the  previous  year. 

The  Immunity  Index  which  shows  the  number  of  children  in 
each  age  group  immunised  during  the  last  five  years  was  as 
follows  ; — 

Children  under  one  year  .  .  .  .  24%  (20%) 

,,  1—4  years . 8 4%  (87%) 

..  5—14  years  .  .  . .  60%  (70%) 

giving  a  total  immunity  index  for  all  children  under  15  years  of 
^3%  (7I%)-  Though  the  total  number  of  children  immunised  at 
any  time  against  diphtheria  has  increased  slightly,  the  total 
Immunity  Index  has  slightly  decreased,  and  that  for  children  under 
one  year  of  age  has  increased  by  4%.  Taking  into  consideration 
that  the  campaign  against  poliomyelitis  was  in  full  swing  the  whole 
of  the  year,  these  slight  decreases  seem  comparatively  small,  as 
long  as  it  is  not  continuous.  The  increase  in  the  Immunity  Index 
of  children  under  one  year  is  good  and  shows  the  value  of  attendance 
at  the  clinics  and  of  correct  spacing  of  the  various  injections. 

It  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  keep  this  figure  up  to  as  high  a 
level  as  possible. 

Whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis. 

A  total  of  386  children  received  prophylactic  injections  against 
whooping  cough  during  the  course  of  the  year,  compared  with  398 
in  1957,  and  342  in  1956  and  141  in  1955.  Parents  are  increasingly 
seeking  this  form  of  protection  for  their  children  and  the  results 
appear  to  be  amply  justified  in  the  big  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
whooping  cough  in  the  district  during  the  last  few  years.  The 
incidence  in  1958  was  less  than  a  quarter  that  in  1956.  More 
popularity  is  envisaged  in  the  use  of  the  triple  antigen  of  tetanus, 
diphtheria  and  pertussis. 

Tetanus. 

203  children  received  protection  against  tetanus  in  the  form  of 
the  triple  antigen,  compared  with  38  in  1957  and  43  in  1956. 
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Smallpox. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  against  smallpox  was  again 
comparatively  small  174  (175)  persons  being  vaccinated  during  the 
year  and  39  (24)  being  re-vaccinated.  These  figures  have  altered 
very  little  during  the  last  few  years  and  leave  a  large  proportion  of 
the  population  at  risk  should  a  case  of  smallpox  arise.  Constant 
efforts  are  made  to  persuade  parents  to  have  their  children  vaccin¬ 
ated  in  infancy. 


(4)  Poliomyelitis. 

It  would  be  difficult  at  this  stage  to  give  figures  for  the  Urban 
District  per  se.  The  campaign  continued  on  a  large  scale  all 
during  the  year  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  some  75%  to  80%  of 
all  children  up  to  15  years  of  age  in  the  South  Area  had  received 
two  injections,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  third  injections  were 
commenced  In  addition,  the  age  group  was  extended  in  the 
autumn  to  include  young  people  up  to  26  years  of  age.  The 
response  to  this  expansion  was  at  first  poor  but  later  increased. 


(5)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  service,  which  is  radio  controlled,  continued  to  operate 
from  the  depot  at  West  Way,  Throckley.  After  4-0  p.m.  till  8-0 
a.m.  on  weekdays  and  from  Saturday  noon  to  8-0  a.m.  on  Mondays, 
all  calls  are  received  at  the  Wideopen  depot  and  relayed  to  the 
Throckley  station  and  vehicles. 

In  1958,  ambulances  of  this  station  made  3,592  journeys, 
carried  12,783  patients,  including  810  accidents  and  1,928  stretcher 
cases  and  did  a  total  mileage  of  102,656  miles,  showing  a  slight 
decrease  in  mileage  and  the  total  number  of  patients  carried,  but 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  stretcher  cases.  These  figures  relate 
to  patients  living  in  neighbouring  districts  as  well  as  the  Urban 
District. 


Home  Help  Service. 

A  total  of  269  (222)  patients  resident  in  the  Urban  District 
received  the  services  of  a  home  help  for  varying  periods.  The 
cases  included  219  (180)  aged  and  infirm  people,  24  (n)  confine¬ 
ments,  13  (19)  of  acute  illness,  7  (8)  blind  persons  and  one  (4)  case 
of  tuberculosis.  There  was  a  total  increase  of  47  cases  in  the  year 
mainly  of  aged  and  infirm  people  and  confinements. 
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(7)  Care  and  After  Care. 

As  in  former  years  the  Newborn  and  Prudhoe  After  Care 
Committee  held  regular  two  monthly  meetings.  Assistance  was 
given  with  milk  to  patients,  travelling  expenses  of  relatives  to 
hospital,  aid  to  convalescence  and  rehabilitation.  The  sub¬ 
committee  had  previously  extended  their  activities  to  include 
necessitous  cases  of  cardiac  diseases  and  other  chest  diseases. 

(8)  Nursing  Care  Committee. 

Throckley,  Heddon,  Westerhope  and  Lemington,  Nursing  Care 
Committees  continued  their  work  during  the  57 ear.  The  former 
committees  had  136  articles  of  nursing  equipment  on  loan  during 
the  year  as  well  as  all  the  invalid  chairs.  One  of  these  chairs  had 
to  be  discarded  as  beyond  repair. 

The  Secretaries  are  : — 

The  Rev.  J.  E.  Jameson,  The  Vicarage,  Lemington. 

Mr.  G.  Petrie,  11  Ash  Street,  Throckley. 

Mr.  S.  Gray,  24  Ellesmere  Avenue,  Westerhope. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Particulars  of  District  : 

Area  (in  Acres)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,648 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  .  .  .  .  26,850 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate 

book  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8,549 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  £1,345 

Rateable  Value  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £304,818 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  :  Males 
Live  Births  (Legitimate)  .  .  .  .250 

Live  Births  (Illegitimate)  .  .  . .  5 

Still  Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  136 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 


Females 

Total 

235 

485 

5 

10 

2 

7 

154 

290 

•  • 

16.7 

•  • 

13.9 

• « 

134 

36.3 

Deaths  from  : — 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 
Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


45 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  NEWBURN  AREA,  1958. 

(registrar  generai/s  return) 

Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  deaths  in  the  Lemington  Hospital. 


All  Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

i.  Tuberculosis  respiratory 

3 

1 

4 

2.  Tuberculosis  others  .  . 

— 

— 

— • 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphthera 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  Parasitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchus 

8 

1 

9 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

13.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

6 

6 

neoplams 

9 

12 

21 

14.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

17.  Vascular -lesions  of  nervous  system 

20 

46  (21) 

66 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  . 

28 

18 

46 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  . 

2 

4  (2) 

6 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  . 

9 

14  (3) 

23 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  . 

2 

6  (1) 

8 

22.  Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

6 

8  (4) 

24.  Bronchitis 

12 

5  (1) 

17 

25.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

28.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  . 

— ■ 

1 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— ■ 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

5 

■ 

5 

diseases  .  . 

11 

14 

25 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  . 

3 

3 

6 

35.  Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  . 

— 

— • 

- — - 
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BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES. 


BIRTHS 

Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

England 

England 

England 

Year 

Newburn 

&>  Wales 

Newburn 

&•  Wales 

Newburn 

&  Wales 

1944 

21.29 

18. 1 

10.46 

1 1.6 

56.51 

46.0 

1945 

19.69 

16.5 

12.83 

11. 4 

48.52 

46.0 

1946 

21.14 

19.6 

H-43 

n-5 

53-63 

43-o 

1947 

23.27 

21.0 

10.9 

12.0 

43-48 

41.0 

I948 

19.62 

18.3 

1 1.2 

10.8 

28.64 

34-° 

1949 

18. 11 

16.7 

11.32 

11.7 

30.8 

32.0 

1950 

17.9 

15-8 

12.9 

11. 6 

48.7 

29.8 

1951 

17.2 

15-5 

10.05 

12.5 

34-5 

29.6 

1952 

15-7 

15-3 

10.03 

n-3 

29.1 

27.6 

1953 

15-9 

15-5 

11. 01 

11. 4 

43-2 

26.8 

1954 

16.4 

15-2 

13-3 

n-3 

46.8 

25-5 

1955 

16.7 

15.0 

13.2 

11.7 

25-5 

24.9 

1956 

17.1 

15-7 

10.9 

11. 7 

39-7 

23.8 

1957 

16.9 

16. 1 

13-5 

n-5 

23-5 

23.0 

I95S 

16.7 

16.4 

13-4 

11.7 

36.3 

22.5 

Infant  Mortality,  1958  - —  18  deaths. 

Causes  of  Death  : 

Prematurity  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  6 

Congenital  defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  gastric 

contents  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Aspiration  meconium  (Caesarean  section)  1 

Acute  Trachea  bronchitis  (Mongol)  .  .  1 

Bronchiolitis  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Inhalation  Pneumonia  . .  .  .  . .  1 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  —  YEAR,  1958 
NUMBER  OF  CASES  —  CIVILIANS 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 


Appended  is  a  summary  of  Bacteriological  Reports  received 
from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General 
Hospital  on  specimens  submitted  by  Local  Medical  Practitioners 
and  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 


Positive  Negative 

Faeces  specimens  Salmonella  n  13 

Faeces  Specimens  Sonne  Dysentery  71  122 

Throat  Swab  for  Vincent’s  Angina  —  6 


FOOD  POISONING  RETURN— 1958 

(a)  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  as  Returned 
To  Registrar  General  —  Nil. 

(b)  Cases  Otherwise  Ascertained  —  Nil. 

(c)  Fatal  Cases  —  Nil. 

Particulars  of  Outbreaks  —  Nil. 

Single  Cases  —  Nil. 

SALMONELLA  INFECTIONS,  NOT  FOOD-BORNE  : 


Salmonella 

(Type) 

Outbreaks 

! 

No.  of 
cases 

Single 

cases 

Total  No. 
of  cases 
(outbreaks 
and  single 
cases). 

Family 

Other 

(outbreaks) 

Typhi  Murium 

— . 

— 

— 

1 

- 

St.  Paul 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Birkenhead . . 

— ■ 

— • 

— ■ 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER,  1958 
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1  female  pulmonary,  three  male  pulmonary.  Fourth  quarter,  1  female  pulmonary. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Year. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Tota  1 

1943 

14 

3 

17 

1944 

12 

1 

13 

1945 

7 

4 

1 1 

1946 

12 

4 

16 

1947 

15 

? 

17 

1948 

12 

2 

14 

1949 

9 

1 

10 

1950 

9 

1 

10 

1951 

5 

1 

6 

1952 

6 

2 

8 

1953 

1 

— 

1 

1954 

4 

— 

4 

i9  55 

4 

— 

4 

1956 

3 

— 

3 

1957 

— 

— 

— 

I958 

4 

4 

TABLE  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

N011- 

pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M.  ] 

7. 

1943 

22 

13 

5 

5 

45 

J944 

8 

1 1 

4 

2 

25 

1945 

12 

7 

2 

3 

24 

1946 

16 

12 

7 

2 

37 

1947 

iS 

12 

8 

3 

41 

1948 

15 

13 

1 

4 

33 

1949 

17 

13 

7 

3 

40 

1950 

21 

it* 

1 

3 

41 

1951 

21 

14 

3 

7 

45 

1952 

2  2 

16 

2 

1 

4i 

T953 

15 

9 

3 

3 

30 

1954 

1 1 

9 

1 

2 

23 

1955 

15 

9 

1 

3 

28 

1956 

7 

9 

2 

5 

23 

1957 

14 

7 

1 

1 

23 

1958 

9 

14 

1 

2 

26 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year  1958. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 

Me.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958,  which  is  in  similar  form  to 
those  of  previous  years.  Items  of  particular  interest  being  referred 

to  under  their  respective  headings  and  the  statistical  matter  set  out 
m  the  succeeding  pages. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

fhe  beginning  of  the  year  a  meeting  took  place  at  Stella 
North  Power  Station  of  representatives  of  the  Central  Electricity 
Generating  Board,  Newcastle  Corporation  and  Newburn  Council, 
when  the  problem  arising  from  dust  emission  from  the  power  station 
chimneys  was  discussed.  The  necessity  for  operating  the  dust 
suppression  apparatus  at  the  highest  practicable  efficiency  and 
using  coal  of  suitable  quality  was  emphasised. 

The  control  of  the  Power  Stations  for  purposes  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956  was  transferred  from  the  Local  Authorities  to  the 
Alkali  Inspectorate,  as  was  the  control  of  the  processing  of  clay 
m  brick  and  tile  manufacturing.  The  co-operation  of  the  district 
Alkali  Inspector  in  dealing  with  nuisance  arising  from  the  use  of 
old  Newcastle-type  kilns  at  one  of  the  brickworks  in  the  area  was 
readily  forthcoming. 

A  second  daily  smoke  filter  and  sulphur  dioxide  volumetric 
apparatus  was  installed  in  November  at  Westerhope  in  the  library 
of  Lindisfarne,  Highfield  Road,  and  it  is  expected  that  comparisons 
of  the  results  obtained  fiom  this  apparatus  with  those  from  that 
operating  at  Newburn  will  show  the  effect  of  industry  and  land 
contours  on  atmospheric  pollution. 

A  preliminary  survey  was  commenced  with  the  object  of 
promoting  a  smoke  control  area  in  the  western  part  of  the  district. 
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As  in  previous  years  the  results  obtained  from  deposit  gauges 
set  up  at  four  points  in  the  district  were  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Steam  Generating  Engineer  of  the  Central  Electricity  Authority. 
The  average  monthly  deposit  for  the  four  gauges  was  17.18  tons 
per  square  mile  compared  with  15.59  in  x957-  The  average  monthly 
readings  from  the  apparatus  at  the  Council  offices  were  21. 1 
milligrams  per  100  cubic  metres  for  smoke  and  4.5  parts  per  100 
million  sulpher  dioxide. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION. 

Regular  visits  continued  to  be  made  to  food  handling  premises 
and  there  were  no  contraventions  of  the  Act  which  required  formal 
action.  One  case  of  food  in  an  unsound  condition  being  sold 
occurred,  meat  pies  irom  a  retailer  being  found  to  contain  mould. 
The  manufacturer  and  retailer  were  interviewed  with  the  object 
of  ensuring  that  there  was  no  repetition  of  such  sale. 

21  ice-cream  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and 
they  were  classified  as  follows 

Grade  One  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Grade  Two  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Grade  Three  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Grade  Four  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

12  milk  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and  all 
passed  the  appropriate  tests. 

There  was  a  fifty  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  sheep 
carcases  examined,  due  almost  entirely  to  increased  activity  on 
the  part  of  the  occupier  of  a  small  private  slaughterhouse  where 
Sunday  slaughtering  unfortunately  continues  to  be  permitted. 
The  total  number  of  carcases  dealt  wnth  is  set  out  elsewhere  in  the 
report  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  only  one  complete  bovine 
carcase  had  to  be  condemned  because  of  generalised  tuberculosis. 

HOUSING. 

Steady  progress  in  rehousing  from  condemned  property 
continued,  38  families  being  removed  to  alternative  accommodation 
compared  with  36  in  the  previous  year. 

The  work  done  in  repairing  property  is  shown  in  a  following 
table  but  mention  might  be  made  of  formal  action  under  section  q 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  to  secure  fairly  extensive  repairs  to  a 
pair  of  flats  in  Newburn.  Agreement  was  reached  with  the  agents 
for  the  property  that  the  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Council 
would  be  repaid  at  appropriate  interest  rates  within  two  years. 
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t8  applications  for  Certiftcat.es  of  Disrepair  were  made  under 
the  Rent  Act,  1957  and  one  application  for  cancellation  of  Certifi¬ 
cate  was  granted. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  Karrier  Bantam  BNL  174  which  had 
given  fifteen  years  service  was  taken  off  the  road.  A  new  S  &  D 
fore  and  aft  tipper  which  had  been  ordered  earlier  in  the  year  was 
not  delivered  until  February,  1959.  An  electric  baling  machine, 
installed  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  increasing  quantities  of 
salvage  proved  of  great  value.  The  cost,  £183,  was  met  out  of  the 
bonus  scheme. 

Details  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Costing  Return  are  included 
in  the  statistical  section  of  the  report  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  state  that  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  income 
from  the  sale  of  salvage  has  increased  by  some  £530,  £130  of  this 
increase  being  from  scrap  metal. 

The  net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  1,000  population 
rose  from  £571  in  1957  to  £665  in  1958  but  this  was  largely  due  to 
capital  expenditure  on  a  new  freighter. 


CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  supprt  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  other  officers  for  their 
ready  co-operation. 

Mr.  Murray  left  at  the  end  of  October  to  take  up  an  appoint¬ 
ment  with  Ennerdale  R.D.C.  and  I  was  sorry  to  lose  a  conscientous 
inspector.  Advertisements  failed  to  attract  a  successor  during 
I9.58- 

Miss  Greenwood  and  Mr.  Graham  worked  willingly  and  well 
and  both  made  satisfactory  progress  in  their  professional  studies. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CORNEY, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT 


Nature  of  Inspection  :  Visits 

Clean  Air  Act  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  76 

Disinfection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Disinfestation  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  96 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  221 

Housing  and  Drainage  . .  . .  .  .  . .  936 

Infectious  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  237 

Ice-cream  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Keeping  of  Animals  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  38 

Meat  Inspection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  149 

Milk  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Moveable  Dwellings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  46 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47  .  .  11 

Nuisance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  .  .  .  .  .  .  343 

Rondent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  95 

Shops  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  196 

Mussel  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Out-workers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Keeping  of  Animals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Sanitary  Accommodation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 


2,772 

Defects  Remedied  :  - 

Brickwork  repointed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Burst  Pipes  Repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Choked  drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Concrete  steps  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Dustbins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Fireplaces  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Flooring  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Handrail  secured  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Inspection  chamber  covers  replaced  .  .  .  .  2 

Plasterwork  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Sink  benches  renewed  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Stairs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ventilation  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Waste  Pipes  repaired .  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  7 

W.C.  apparatus  overhauled  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Window  cords  renewed  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  6 

Windows  overhauled  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  4 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1958 


Houses  Completed  during  the  year. 

With  state 
assistance. 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  local  authority  .  . 

32 

— 

32 

(b)  B3/  any  other  Housing  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  By  Private  persons 

135 

135 

Total  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  District  .  .  $,339 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  .  .  2,708 


Closing  and  Demolition  : 

(a)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  38 

(b)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  2 

(c)  Houses  closed  not  demolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

(d)  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  and  not  included  in  above  . .  . .  — 

Repairs  : 

Houses  made  fit  by  proceedings  under  either  Housing  or  Public 
Health  Acts. 

(a)  By  informal  action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  109 

(b)  By  owners,  following  statutory  action  .  .  .  .  19 

(c)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  .  .  2 

(d)  Demolition  Order  revoked  after  reconstruction  .  .  — 

(e)  Houses  in  clearance  areas  patched  for  temporary 

accommodation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Improvement  Grants  :  Housing  Act,  1949  Number  of 

Separate  Houses. 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  during 

year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

(b)  Application  rejected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

(c)  Applications  approved  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  13 

(cl)  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house.  .  £141 

(e)  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  area 

since  inception  of  scheme  .  .  .  .  .  .  182 

Number  of  outstanding  applications  for  Council  Houses  on 
Authority’s  list  at  end  of  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,090 
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CLEARANCE  AREA  PROGRAMME— 1956. 

YEAR  1958 


Location. 
First  Five  years. 


No.  of  Houses 

to  be  Remarks, 

demolished. 


ist  Year  Bank  Top,  Throckley 
(already  re-housed) 
Fireman’s  Row,  Newburn 
(already  re-housed) 
Chapel  Row,  N.  Walbottle 
(already  re-housed) 

Laurel  Street,  Throckley 
(already  re-housed) 

2nd  Year  Maple  Street,  Throckley 

Sycamore  Street,  Throckley 
Beech  Street,  Throckley 


29  Confirmed  Clear 
ance  Area,  1939 
12  Confirmed  Clear 
ance  Area,  1939 
11 

20 

26  Inspected 
26  Part  re-housed 
19 


3rd  Year 


Ash  Street,  East,  Throckley..  5  Inspected 
Elm  Street,  Throckley  .  .  26 

Coronation  Row,  N.  Walbottle  19 


4th  Year  The  Green,  Low  Square,  School 

Bank,  Queen’s  Rd.,  Walbottle  21 
Ash  Street,  Throckley  .  .  15 

Northumberland  Terrace, 

Newburn  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 1 

Pit  Bank  &  Paper  Mill,  Scots- 
wood  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 


5th  Year  Albert  Terrace,  Newburn  . .  19 

Victoria  Terrace,  Newburn  . .  17 

Pit  Cottages,  Throckley  . .  26 


Second  Five  Years  : 

6th  Year  Mount  Pleasant,  Throckley  68 

7th  Year  Union  Street,  Remington  . .  43 

8th  Year  Stanley  Street,  Remington  . .  41 

Lloyd  .Street,  Remington  . .  24 

9th  Year  Dene  Terrace,  Walbottle  .  .  31 

North  View,  N.  Walbottle  .  .  18 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

W  ritten 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

8 

27 

_ _ 

_ , 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

40 

30 

_ , 

_ . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworker’s  premises) 

4 

3 

Total 

52  ' 

60 

— 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.i) 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  (S.3) 

. 

_ 

. 

_ _ 

Inadequate  venti¬ 

lation  (S.4) 

_ _ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

_ _ 

_ _ . 

. 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7)  — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  .  . 

_ 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences  again¬ 
st  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  outwork) 

T  OTAL 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of  workers  in  Aug¬ 
ust  list  required  by 
Section  no  (1)  (c) 

Wearing  apparel  (making 

etc.) 

1 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons, 

etc. 

1 

Paper  bags 

“ 

Total 

4 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  following  return  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  relating  to  action  taken  during 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1958.  Commencing  from  1959  this  form  will  be  forwarded  each  Calendar  Year. 
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FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 

Unsound  food  :  Surrendered 

Tins  of  meat  products  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54  tins 

Tins  of  peas,  beans,  fruit  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  326  tins 

Sausage  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  12  lbs. 

MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  s 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  .  .  .  .  43 


ICE-CREAM  PREMISES 

Number  on  Register  at  commencement  of  year  .  .  57 

Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  61 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  .  3 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  shops  where  food  is  handled  .  .  .  .  116 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  section  16, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  : 

Butcher  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Fried  Fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  15 

Ice-cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61 

Mussels  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

90 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company  and  continues  to  be  satisfactory  as  regards  quality  and 
quantity. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Number  of  carcases  inspected  : 
Cattle  Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

421  2,119 

86 

4 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1  Beast. 

Small  quantities  of  condemned  meat  are  disposed  of  on  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip  under  the  supervision  of  the  foreman.  Larger 
quantities  after  staining  are  removed  by  a  firm  of  chemical  manu¬ 
facturers  for  treatment. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN  1958-59 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

T  otal 

Gross  Expenditure 

i 

£ 

£ 

Labour 

.  • 

9,482 

2,758 

12,240 

Transport 

Plant,  equipment,  land  and 

•  • 

5,789 

1,930 

7,719 

buildings 

•  • 

— 

183 

183 

15,271 

4,871 

20,142 

Gross  Income 

■  • 

4i 

2,245 

2,286 

Net  Cost 

•  • 

15,230 

2,626 

I7,856 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

rev- 

enue 

•  * 

1,753 

582 

2,335 

Unit  Costs  : 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  Labour  only 
Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport 

is  3 

5  3 

23  6 

only 

,  • 

11  2 

3  8 

14  10 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure) 

per 

ton 

•  • 

29  3 

5  0 

34  3 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

.  « 

567 

98 

665 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

.  • 

1,781 

307 

2,088 
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OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (statute  acres) - land  and  inland  water 

Population  at  30th  June,  1958 
Total  Refuse  collected 

Weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 
collected 

Premises  from  which  collections  are  made  at 
least  once  weekly  intervals 

Average  haul,  single  journey,  to  final  disposal 
point 

Kerbside  collection  (if  practised) 

Total  refuse  disposed  of 

Methods  of  disposal  (salvage  excluded): 

(a)  Crude  tipping 

(b)  Controlled  tipping 

(c)  Direct  incineration 

(d)  Separation  incineration 

(e)  Other  methods  (state  nature) 


4,648  acres 
26,850  persons 
10,400  tons 
21. 1  cwts. 

8,550  premises 

100%  of  total 

2  miles 
Nil 

10,500  tons 


Nil 

100% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Salvage.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage  : — 


Income 

£ 

T onnage 
Collected 
Tons. 

(a) 

Raw  kitchen  waste 

.  .  - 

• — 

(b) 

Scrap  Metal 

202 

12 

(c) 

Waste  paper 

1,961 

222 

(d) 

Other  salvage 

6 

2,169 

234 

Trade  refuse  : — 

(a)  Income  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(b)  Tonnage  . .  . ,  Nil. 
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